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§ 8560.2 Special provisions applicable
to Alaska. [Reserved]

§ 8560.3 Administrative and emergency
functions.

To the extent authorized by law, the
authorized officer may:

(a) Use, construct or install motor-
ized equipment, mechanical transport,
aircraft, aircraft landing strips, heli-
ports, helispots, installations or struc-
tures in designated wilderness areas,
and prescribe conditions under which
such items may be used, transported or
installed by other Federal, State or
county agencies or their agents, to
meet the minimum requirements for
protection and administration of the
wilderness area and its resources.

(b) Authorize occupancy and use of
wilderness areas by officers, employ-
ees, agencies or agents of the Federal,
State and local governments to carry
out the purposes of the Wilderness Act.

(c) Prescribe measures to be taken,
as necessary, to control fire, insects
and diseases where these threaten
human life, property or high value re-
sources within the wilderness area or
on adjacent nonwilderness lands.

(d) Prescribe measures which may be
used in emergencies involving the
health and safety of persons or damage
to property, including the conditions
for use of motorized equipment, me-
chanical transport, aircraft, installa-
tions and structures.

§ 8560.4 Nonconforming uses.
All uses specifically permitted in wil-

derness areas by the Wilderness Act
and subsequent laws shall be conducted
in a manner that will preserve the wil-
derness character of the land, except as
otherwise provided in the Wilderness
Act and this part.

§ 8560.4–1 Livestock grazing.
(a) The grazing of livestock, where

such use was established before the
date of the establishment of the area as
a unit of the National Wilderness Pres-
ervation System, shall be permitted to
continue under the regulations on the
grazing of livestock on public lands in
part 4100 of this chapter and in accord-
ance with any special provisions cov-
ering grazing use in wilderness areas
that the Director may prescribe.

(b) Grazing activities may include
the construction, use and maintenance
of livestock management improve-
ments and facilities associated with
grazing that are in compliance with
wilderness area management plans pro-
vided for in the Wilderness Manage-
ment Policy (46 FR 47180, September 24,
1981) approved by the authorized offi-
cer.

§ 8560.4–2 Aircraft and motorboats.

The authorized officer may permit
the landing of aircraft and use of mo-
torboats at places within any wilder-
ness area where these uses were estab-
lished before the date the area was des-
ignated by Congress as a unit of the
National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem, and where such uses have contin-
ued, subject to such restrictions as he/
she finds necessary. The authorized of-
ficer may also permit the maintenance
of aircraft landing strips, heliports or
helispots that existed when the area
was designated a unit of the National
Wilderness Preservation System.

§ 8560.4–3 Access.

(a) States or persons, and their suc-
cessors in interest, who own lands com-
pletely surrounded by a wilderness area
shall be given such rights as may be
necessary to assure adequate access to
such lands, or the private or State land
shall be exchanged for federally owned
land of approximately equal value
within the same State under authori-
ties available to the Secretary of the
Interior.

(b) Persons with valid mining claims
or other valid occupancies wholly with-
in wilderness areas shall be permitted
access to such surrounded occupancies
by means that are consistent with the
preservation of such wilderness and
that have been or are being custom-
arily used with respect to other such
occupancies surrounded by wilderness.
Permits issued under 43 CFR part 2800
or 2880, or plans approved under 43 CFR
subpart 3809 by the authorized officer
shall prescribe the routes of travel to
and from the occupancies surrounded
by wilderness, the mode of travel, and
other conditions reasonably necessary
to preserve the wilderness areas.
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(c) No roads shall be constructed
across wilderness areas unless per-
mitted by the authorized officer. Ac-
cess by routes or modes of travel not
available to the general public may,
when fully justified, be permitted by
written authorization of the authorized
officer. The authorization shall pre-
scribe routes and modes of travel which
will result in impacts of least duration
and degree on wilderness characteris-
tics, and at the same time, serve the
reasonable purposes for which the
lands are held or used.

§ 8560.4–4 Commercial services.
The authorized officer may permit

temporary structures and commercial
services such as those provided by
packers, outfitters and guides within
wilderness areas to the extent he/she
finds necessary for activities appro-
priate for realizing the recreational or
other wilderness purposes of the area.

§ 8560.4–5 Gathering information
about resources.

(a) Any person desiring to conduct
any activity for purposes of gathering
information about natural resources in
wilderness may do so provided it is car-
ried on in a manner compatible with
the preservation of the wilderness envi-
ronment. Where required by other law
or regulation, such person shall obtain
the necessary permits or authoriza-
tions. The authorized officer in grant-
ing such permits or authorizations
shall allow such activities, subject to
such restrictions as he/she may impose
to insure that they are carried on in a
manner compatible with the preserva-
tion of the wilderness environment.
This section shall not apply to mineral
prospecting under the
mining or mineral leasing laws con-
ducted prior to the date when the min-
ing and mineral leasing laws cease to
apply to the respective component of
the system. (See § 8560.4–6.)

(b) Any person desiring to use motor
vehicles, motorized equipment, mecha-
nized transport, or to land aircraft for
mineral prospecting or for gathering
information about resources, shall no-
tify the Bureau in writing. No form of
overland mechanical transport may be
used unless approved in accordance
with subparts 2920, 3045, 3209 or 3509 of

this title. If a permit is required, it
shall provide for the protection of pub-
lic land resources, including wilderness
characteristics, protection of the pub-
lic and restoration of disturbed areas,
and may provide for the posting of per-
formance bonds.

§ 8560.4–6 Mining law administration.

The United States mining laws shall
apply to each wilderness area under the
jurisdiction of the Bureau for the pe-
riod specified in the Wilderness Act
and subsequent establishing legislation
to the same extent they were applica-
ble immediately prior to the designa-
tion of the area as part of the National
Wilderness Preservation System.

(a) No person shall obtain any right
or interest in or to any mineral depos-
its that may be discovered through
prospecting or other information-gath-
ering activity after the date on which
the United States mining laws cease to
apply to the specific wilderness area.

(b) No mining operations shall be
conducted on Bureau-administered wil-
derness areas without an approved plan
of operations where required by sub-
part 3809 of this chapter.

(c) Holders of valid mining claims es-
tablished on any Bureau-administered
wilderness area before the date such
unit was included in the National Wil-
derness Preservation System shall be
accorded the rights provided by the
United States mining laws then appli-
cable to the public lands involved.

(d) Any person prospecting or locat-
ing a mining claim in a Bureau-admin-
istered wilderness area on or after the
date the wilderness area was included
in the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System, but prior to the date on
which the mining laws cease to apply
to that area, shall have the rights pro-
vided by the United States mining
laws, subject to the provisions of the
Wilderness Act and subsequent estab-
lishing legislation.

(e) All mining claimants shall com-
ply with the reasonable stipulations es-
tablished by the authorized officer for
the protection of resources in accord-
ance with the general purposes of
maintaining the National Wilderness
Preservation System unimpaired for
future use and enjoyment as wilderness
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